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SUBJECT: MRS. SLEPAK ADDRESSES LETTER TO PRESIDENT 
CARTER 

REF: MOSCOW 12707 

SUMMARY: MRS. SLEPAK JUNE 10 GAVE EMBOEF A LETTER 
ADDRESSED TO PRESIDENT CARTER IN WHICH SHE APPEALS 
EOR ASSISTANCE IN THE EAMILY’S STRUGGLE TO REACH 
ISRAEL. MRS. SLEPAK SAID SHE EXPECTS HER HUSBAND 
WILL BE SENTENCED TO LIVE YEARS IN JAIL EOR HOOLI- 
GANISM. SHE HERSELF HAS BEEN RESTRICTED TO THE 
MOSCOW CITY LIMITS. END SUMMARY. 

1. MRS. SLEPAK RECENTLY TELEPHONED EMBASSY TO REQUEST 
MEETING WITH AN EMBASSY OEEICER IN HER APARTMENT. 

SHE INSISTED IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE EOR HER TO COME 

TO THE EMBASSY OR TO AN EMBASSY APARTMENT BECAUSE 
THE SOVIET AUTHORITIES WOULD NOT PERMIT IT. SHE 
SAID SHE COULD NOT GO INTO THE MATTER ON THE PHONE, 

BUT THAT SHE WANTED TO ASK EOR THE EMBASSY'S HELP. 
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2. IN VIEW OE THE EACT THAT THE PRESIDENT HAS 

IN THE PAST CORRESPONDED WITH VLADIMIR SLEPAK, THAT 
THE VICE PRESIDENT RECEIVED ONE OE THE SLEPAK SONS, 

AND THAT MRS. SLEPAK HAS APPLIED TO EMIGRATE TO 
THE UNITED STATES, AN EMBASSY OFEICER WAS SENT 
TO THE SLEPAK APARTMENT JUNE 10. HE REACHED THE 
APARTMENT WITHOUT DIEFICULTY AND NOTICED NO 
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SURVEILLANCE. MRS. SLEPAK CONFIRMED IN PERSON 
THAT SHE EEARED DETENTION OR ARREST IF SHE SOUGHT 
TO ENTER EMBASSY OR EVEN EMBASSY APARTMENT. MRS. 
SLEPAK ALSO CONFIRMED THAT BOTH SHE AND HER HUSBAND 
VLADIMIR HAVE BEEN CHARGED WITH HOOLIGANISM (REETEL) 
BUT COULD NOT EXPLAIN WHY SHE HAD NOT BEEN INCAR- 
CERATED ALONG WITH HIM. SHE HAS BEEN TOLD NOT 
TO LEAVE MOSCOW AND EXPECTS TO BE TAKEN IN BY 
THE KGB EOR QUESTIONING WITHIN A EEW DAYS. 

3. MRS. SLEPAK SAID SHE COULD NOT GUESS HOW THE 
AUTHORITIES WOULD PROCEED AGAINST HER, BUT SHE WAS 
CERTAIN VLADIMIR WILL RECEIVE THE MAXIMUM SENTENCE 
OE EIVE YEARS. SHE EXPECTS HIS TRIAL WILL BE 

HELD IN THE NEAR EUTURE. 

4. IN SPITE OE THE LEGAL COMPLICATIONS EACH 
MEMBER OE THE EAMILY NOW EACES, MRS. SLEPAK SAID 
SHE WILL AGAIN APPEAL BY TELEGRAM TO BREZHNEV 
AND THE SUPREME SOVIET FOR PERMISSION TO EMIGRATE. 

5. MARIYA SLEPAK WAS DEPRESSED AND ON THE VERGE OF 
TEARS AS SHE SPOKE OE HER EAMILY'S LONG YEARS OE 
WAITING AND WRITING EOR HELP IN ITS QUEST TO REACH 
ISRAEL. EMBOEE'S VISIT SEEMED TO CHEER HER CONSI- 
DERABLY, AND FRIENDS ARE STAYING WITH HER VIRTUALLY 
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AROUND THE CLOCK. 

6. AT END OF VISIT, MRS. SLEPAK ASKED THAT A LETTER 

BE CONVEYED TO PRESIDENT CARTER (TEXT FOLLOWS). SHE 
SAID SHE PLANNED TO PROVIDE THE TEXT OF THE LETTER 
TO WESTERN CORRESPONDENTS ON JUNE 13. 

7. TEXT OF SLEPAK LETTER FOLLOWS (ORIGINAL BEING 
POUCHED TO EUR/SOV, REGISTRY NUMBER 3647816). BEGIN 
QUOTE: THE WHITE HOUSE, PRESIDENT OF THE U.S. JIMMY 
CARTER 

DEAR MR. CARTER 

I TURN TO YOU AT A DIFFICULT TIME FOR MY FAMILY AND 
FOR MYSELF. 

YOU KNOW OF OUR TRAGIC SITUATION. A FINAL REPRISAL 
( "RASPRAVA") AGAINST OUR FAMILY IS NOW BEING PREPARED. 

I AND MY HUSBAND VLADIMIR SLEPAK, WHO IS IN PRISON, 

ARE THREATENED BY A TERM OF IMPRISONMENT OF UP TO 
FIVE YEARS FOR THE FACT THAT, DRIVEN TO DESPAIR, 

WE STOOD ON THE BALCONY OF OUR HOME HOLDING A 
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BANNER WHICH READ: "LET US GO TO OUR SON IN ISRAEL." 

FOR EIGHT YEARS WE HAVE BEEN TRYING TO REALIZE OUR 
LEGAL RIGHT TO EMIGRATE FROM THE USSR. AND NOW OUR 
LAWFUL ACTIONS ARE JUDGED BY THE AUTHORITIES AND 
ORGANS OF THE KGB TO BE AN ACT OF HOOLIGANISM, 
NOTABLE FOR ITS EXCEPTIONAL CYNICISM AND "PARTICULAR 
IMPERTINENCE." 
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OUR YOUNGER SON LEONID IS NOW 19, AND HE IS 
THREATENED BY A PRISON TERM OF UP TO THREE YEARS 
FOR REFUSAL TO SERVE IN THE SOVIET ARMY, BECAUSE 
HE DOES NOT CONSIDER IT POSSIBLE TO TAKE THE 
MILITARY OATH WHEN HE, ALONG WITH OUR ENTIRE 
FAMILY, IS A CITIZEN OF ISRAEL. 

1 APPEAL TO YOU, TO THE PRESIDENT OF A GREAT 
POWER, AS ONE WHO SIGNED THE HELSINKI AGREEMENT. 
DO EVERYTHING YOU CAN TO SAVE OUR FAMILY* 

WITH SINCERE RESPECT AND HOPE, MARIYA SLEPAK. 

JUNE 10, 1978 

MOSCOW, ULITSA GOR'KOGO 15-77. END QUOTE. TOON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCE, EXIT VISAS, POLITICAL PRISONERS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 12 jun 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MOSCOW13422 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: X4 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780245-0376 

Format: TEL 
From: MOSCOW 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780670/aaaacicp.tel 

Line Count: 165 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 24c3568b-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 78 MOSCOW 12707 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 20 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2394290 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MRS. SLEPAK ADDRESSES LETTER TO PRESIDENT CARTER 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, SHUM, UR, CSCE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/24c3568b-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



